THE TURNING POINTS

to Baltimore. Confidence in the? government and the army was at ebb tide.
Save for the brief rally at Harlem Heights, the American army for months
had known only defeat and retreat.

Washington's tactics were generally criticised. 44A certain great man is most
damnably deficient" was the caustic comment of (Jeneral Charles Lee. (Lee
was captured under humiliating circumstances the very day he made" this
comment, when Banastre Tarleton surprised him, half-dressed, in a tavern
where he had gone for a comfortable night's lodging.) Hut, at this darkest mo-
ment of the war, Tom Paine heartened Americans with the eloquent words of
the first of several pamphlets he entitled "The Crisis": "These are the times
that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine1 patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he thai stands it now de-
serves the love and thanks of man and woman/'

In mid-December the British went into snug winter quarters, unconcerned
about the American troops who had withdrawn across the Delaware River to
Pennsylvania. Though Howe's forces wen* spread very thin across New Jersey,
he did not fear the frozen and famished rebel band. Hut Washington, realis-
ing that many of his troops hud not re-enlisted and that their service would
end on December 31, decided in desperation to strike a blow at once while he
still had the manpower. His objective was the Hessian garrison at Trenton.
On a stormy Christmas night, in an event romanticised by LeuUe's familiar
painting, Washington and his men crossed the Delaware, ferried once again
by Glover's Marbleheaders. Dividing his force in two, he advanced both wings
early in the morning of the 2(>th, through a violent snow and hailstorm. The
Hessians, still sleeping off the effects of their Christmas festivities, were
caught unaware by the simultaneous attack from two sides. After less than
an hour of fighting, nearly the entire force was either killed or captured. The

NEW JERSEY TRIUMPHS:
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To regain the initiative, Washing-
ton left his Pennsylvania winter
Quarters on Christmas Day, 1776,
crossed the icy Delaware and over-
whelmed the Hessians at Trenton.
Then he returned to Pennsylvania
(dotted line). But Americans, ar-
riving by way of Bordentown too
late to fight, were endangered near
Trenton. Washington recrossed
the Delaware to relieve them and
was pinned against the river by
Cornwallis, who had come rush-
ing down from New York (brown
line). Washington slipped boldly
past Cornwallis and crushed the
British rear guard at Princeton.
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